Minutes for Transition Town Wellington monthly meeting

Date: Weds, 2nd September 2026

Present: Adrian Rose, Lizzie Aveline, Anita Corbin, Anita Roy, Mo Ostler, Diana Fox, Helen
Gillingham, Flip Knowlman, Martine Jaqguemet, Steve Saunders, Kate Holloway, Sue Rickard

Apologies: Paul, Bridgette, Sabi, Stewart

Agenda Item

Discussion Points

Actions

1 Data Analysis

Paul sent an update: he is experiencing delay

in communications with Community Action
Groups and is reverting to ‘self build’ for the
TTW data collection system.

Paul to present the
system via an online
meeting at a later date.

2. Email protocol and
comms

Flip reported that improvement of the
system is ‘work in progress’. We thank Flip
for all his IT work.

3. Apple juicing
project

Recruitment of volunteers for picking and
pressing is in progress.

Invitations to volunteer
for picking and pressing to
be broadcast via Garden
WhatsApp channel and
WhatsApp polls for
specific dates. Anita R,
Martine, Lizzie and Sue to
assist with bottle washing.

4. ‘Willanthropy’,
membership and
website updates.

Flip has added a legacy invitation to the
‘Support Us’ page of the TTW website.
Charles Biscoe reports that 21 people have
signed up for TTW membership so far with
donations of £122.

Adrian to review the
guidelines on best
practice for legacy
fundraising.

Helen to contact Charles
about how to transfer
funds from the
MemberMoijo Stripe
account to the TTW bank
account.

5. Hedge group

Helen presented ideas for creating a hedge
working group.

Helen to write up a
summary of these ideas
and propose date for
initial meeting of
interested people

6. QR code plaque for
Fox’s Field and QR
code for gardening
dates leaflet

Anita R to re-do QR codes




7. Rainwater
harvesting and
management

We reviewed the notes (created by Helen)
from the Fox’s Field on-site meeting. These
notes are attached to these minutes. Steve
has been working on a design and costing for
a shelter on Fox’s Field with rainwater
harvesting from the shelter roof into IBCs.
We note in connection with this project that
applications for the next round of Wellington
Town Council grants (up to £3K) are due
5.10.26

We ask Steve to write up
design and costings for
the shelter. (We note that
Flip has information on
supply of parts for
plumbing together IBCs in
series).

8. Rockwell Green
Cemetery, W2W
Green Corridor,
Trinity Farm Nature

Flip provided a brief update. The meeting
welcomed news of Town Council taking over
cemetery — a vital link in the green corridor
area, and expressed frustration with the
apparent lack of progress about the Trinity
Farm project.

Anita R to contact
Greenshank
Environmental for an
update on Trinity Farm.

9. ReEconomy/
Richard Couldrey

Anita Roy to set up a
Zoom meeting with
Richard Couldrey

10. Upcoming
events:

We agreed to invite Wellington Town
Councillor Keith Wheatley to speak to the
next meeting about being a Town Councillor.

Anita R to confirm with
Keith

National Emergency Briefing film
showing/Independent Market Stall

We thank Mo for organizing the market stall.

Anita C to collect items
from the container for
these events.

Community Apple Juicing/Swains Lane 20t
year anniversary celebrations
19th September

Anita R and Helen to
create publicity materials
for forthcoming events
including the Swains Lane
apple pressing/scything
event on 19 September

Helen to allocate flyer
drop tasks for the Swains
Lane event

TTW at the Popup shop 7-12 September

Anita C to co-ordinate
display items and staffing
rota

Trip to Blackdown Hills eco hub/biochar

Helen to publicise via
WhatsApp and email
Anita R to coordinate with
Carolyn Dare




Somerset Wildlife Trust event - stall
(Taunton), 10th October

Mo and Lizzie to organise
stall

Next Meeting: 7" October, 7:30-9pm. Eco-lodge.




Water and Shelter on Fox’s Field
Helen’s notes from meeting 13th August 2026

* Decide what we want and cost it
¢ Ask the councils permission
* Get a grant/money for it if needed
* Get at least some water collection in situ before winter rains
Need:
To water trees at the container end of the field; 11 currently planted and 15 more to be added
plus hedge
To water the forest garden
Shelter for volunteers during rain showers, visitors during field trips

Freestanding IBC water capture
The IBC tanks currently in Linden Meadow and Fox’s Field to collect water from a funnel on top
of the tank.

Pros Cons
Can be located anywhere Need to be shielded from view as unsightly
Could be located nearer plants Need to be vandal proof with lock on tap

Do take a while to fill up as limited square area

Rainwater capture from the container

It was estimated we could have a row of 4-5 IBC tanks behind the container

Roof and guttering would need to withstand kids sitting on it

Or have a second roof lower down over the tanks (or would this be climbed)

Action: to investigate materials and ways of collecting water from the container that’s adolescent
proof

Problem: can’t drill into the container. Welding on would be more vandal-proof and solve this
problem.

Rainwater capture from a shelter near the hedge
Aim: to provide somewhere to hide in rain showers during gardening sessions

* (Create wooden framework and a roof feeding into either 2 or 4 IBCs

* Pete still has 8 sheets of corrugated metal

* Hide with willow fencing
Pros: cheap, easy, no foreseen problems, quick and hopefully easy for the council to say ok, and
get done for this winter.
Action; create a sketch, price it up and ask permission and maybe even a grant from the council
and get this done asap.

River water collection

Multifaceted ways of sourcing water, not just rely on rain, not just rely on river

How about installing a pipe from the river?

Or if there was the use of a tractor/trailer/pump that would be more mobile and no need for pipe.
Best if it was an electric tractor.



A series of IBC’s (covered in plants) within the forest garden could be filled from the river. But if
we borrowed a tractor/trailer/pump and we can only fill 1 IBC per day, we could just borrow it
timedfor watering sessions.

Action: Price up a pump and electric generator

Action: Find out what limits there is and if a licence is needed

Is it 1x IBC per day, max 20/ year or no max?

Shelter centre of the forest garden

Needs to be either beautiful or hidden - public consultation didn’t want human structure on the
field.

Should we make it intentionally climbable as a viewing platform?

Are the aims to have a shelter just to huddle under during rain or to hold events/classes in?
Would it also provide water collection from roof?

Poss involve all community groups together.

This is a long-term project, not to be rushed & not as urgent as water collection.



