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With the invention of more technology, scientists have been been 
able to record and make sense of more data, however someone 
still needs to record it in the first place; and how do scientists 
manage to record enough data to produce reliable results? Well, 
one of the ways which is becoming more popular, especially in the 
natural world, is to ask the general public for their help. 

It’s particularly quick, easy and rewarding to volunteer in this way: it 
doesn’t need to be social if you don’t want it to be, or it can 
introduce you to local people with similar interests if you join a 
group. You can often do it in your own time to suit you, or on a 
certain date as part of a special event or nation wide activity. And it 
helps you to connect in a deeper way to the world around you, 
increasing your knowledge and sparking further interest. 

There are many national Citizen Science events (2026 dates) 
• BSBI’s “New Year Plant Hunt” 1-4 January 
• Freshwater Habitats Trusts “PondNet Spawn Survey” January-

May 
• RSPB’s “Big Garden Birdwatch” 23-25 January 
• “Somerset Star Count” 14-21 February 
• The Rivers Trust’s “Big River Watch” 24-30 April & date TBC 

September 
• The Somerset Wildlife Trust’s “Big Count” 18-27 June 
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• The Butterfly Conservation’s “Big Butterfly Count” 17 July- 9 
August 

• Buglife’s “Bugs Matter Survey” all summer 
• UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme “FIT Counts” all summer 
• RSPB’s “Swift Mapper” all summer 
• The Bat Conservation Trust “Sunset Survey” 1 April - 31 October 
• Plantlife’s “Waxcap Watch” September to November 

For even more ideas and resources visit Citizen Science.

To join in with a local “bio blitz”, Transition Town Wellington are 
running a big event on Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th June at 
Fox’s Field. Last year we recorded an amazing 271 different 
species, so the challenge is this year can we find more?
 
Throughout the day we’ll be joined by a number of experts, 
ecologists and keen amateurs who will guide us on where to look 
for the creatures we share our world with, they will be sharing their 
knowledge and fascinating facts about wildlife.
 
We will guide you on how to add your sightings to the app 
“iNaturalist”, which needs either a smart phone or digital camera 
and computer, and sends data straight to the environmental records 
centre amongst others. Or you can just come along and watch, 
listen and hunt for creatures and leave the recording to other 
people!  Each session lasts 45 minutes and will focus on different 
creatures, from butterflies, moths and other invertebrates, plants, 
bats and birds. 

https://www.nature.scot/citizenscience


Will we be able to spot the common lizard we know lives in the 
forest garden? Or see some hedgehog footprints? What will we find 
river dipping? 

Activities run from 2-10.30pm on Saturday, then again 6-9am 
Sunday morning. Everyone is welcome, including families with 
small children, and you can dip in and out when it suits, it’s free to 
attend and no need to book. Details and a timetable of activities is 
available on the TTW Calendar 

We’ll also be running a smaller bio blitz at Longacre during our 
family picnic on July 4th 12-4pm. 

If you’re particularly interested in our rivers and streams TTW’s 
Water Guardians group meets monthly 9.30am on the first 
Thursday of the month at Braziers. Everyone is welcome to join in, 
and we are looking forward to their publication of a new map for 
Wellington, focussing on the rivers and waterways that connect us 
to the surrounding countryside. Some of the group’s members 
regularly survey sections of the local rivers for water quality, and all 
citizen science investigation (CSI) monitoring reports go to West 
Country Rivers Trust, so anyone can contact them on wrt.org.uk for 
more info. So why not try some citizen science for yourself, and 
hopefully we’ll see you at a meeting or bio blitz event soon!   
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