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This month we are looking at the Transport section of the report 
written after the meeting held in Wellington in 2010, to imagine 
what we would want to be happening in 2025
  
The Transition Town Movement first began with the premise that 
we were reaching peak oil production so petrol and diesel 
would become unavailable and too expensive to be our main 
method of powering transport and power in general. Now it is 
the pressure of Net Zero and the understanding of climate 
change that is driving the movement as well as (to a certain 
extent), local and national Government policy.

If you look at Crude oil prices comparing 2010 to now, there is 
little difference in price around $70 a barrel, when you think of 
inflation it means oil is cheaper now in real terms, this is 
apparently due to an over production of oil compared to 
demand- (hopefully because we are moving to a greener 
world). The tax on fuel was roughly the same although VAT has 
increased from 15% to 20% and a litre is roughly 20p more 
expensive now, but compared to food prices very little 
difference in the 15 years, therefore cheaper in real terms. .
  
In the report, the opening of the station at Wellington had come 
about; the last couple of years has seen the reality of a station 
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become more than just a dream. An area has been identified as 
suitable and it is in the final stages of the planning and 
development phase with a proposed opening in 2028, a 
successful prediction perhaps.
  
Electric cars are now becoming more popular although the lack 
of reliable infrastructure for recharging them is holding back 
many people from purchasing (as well as cost), something 
probably most people didn’t realise was going to be an issue 
back in 2010. Wellington will be getting a new cycle track from 
town to the railway station and there is hope that there will be a 
new way for cyclists and walkers between Taunton and 
Wellington along the Grand Western Canal route which will no 
doubt encourage more cycling. 
  
There is an active local Bus Group encouraging people to take 
the bus and prices are now much more competitive than back in 
2010, when the route between Wellington and Taunton was said 
to be the most expensive in the country.
  
Interestingly the report mentions how more people might work 
from home therefore lessening car travel, the reason being 
petrol and diesel scarcity, this might have taken longer to come 
about if it had not been for the pandemic.
  
Surprisingly, flying is not mentioned in the 2010 report, the air 
industry produces some 2.4% of global emissions of CO2 and 
4-5% of greenhouse gases that are contributing to global 
warming. Between 1999 and 2019 air passenger flights and 
freight has quadrupled, luckily in that time, fuel efficiency has 



doubled, thereby offsetting some of the damage that is being 
done. While more efficient planes can reduce some of the 
growth in emissions, they can’t eliminate them completely. To 
do that, the industry will need to move from jet fuel to 
electrification, biofuels, hydrogen, or a combination. Until it 
makes this switch, aviation will make up an increasing share of 
global emissions. 
  
If we were to do the meeting again perhaps a hydrogen plane 
would be the dream in the transport section.
  
Global aviation emissions
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