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Back in 2010,Transition Town Taunton were doing some great 
work with the local councils. Two of their members, led a 
number of workshops to help councillors and members of the 
public imagine what a low carbon world might look like and 
consider the impacts of climate change on the local area.
There was a meeting held in Wellington and over the last few 
months (in this newsletter) we have been comparing our hopes 
at that meeting with the reality fifteen years down the line. This 
month we are focussing on food.

Link to the original report https://ttw.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/
2023/01/Report-Towards-a-Resilient-Wellington.pdf
                   
In some ways much of what was predicted for the local area 
has in one way or another come about; although not to the 
degree that had been hoped for. Nationally the UK is about 60% 
self-sufficient in food and over 70% in items that we can grow 
here such as potatoes. This is considerably better than in the 
1930s but still means we are reliant on 30% of our food coming 
from abroad and all the potential problems that could entail. The 
idea put forward of Local Councils being responsible for 
carrying out an audit of local food production so that “gaps 
could be plugged, ensuring a balanced year-round diet for local 
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people” sounds like a very good idea and could help prevent 
possible food shortages due to disrupted supply lines or climate 
change and water shortages.
  
The 2010 report mentions a community farm, which we now 
have, which is providing vegetables for a number of months a 
year for local people, this is a wonderful development and is the 
outcome of a lot of hard work by volunteers and provision of the 
land by the Council. 
  

Since Covid 19 there has been an increase in demand for 
allotments nationally and a huge increase in interest in 
gardening and growing food (the waiting list for allotments has 
climbed from 95,000 in 2010 to 175,000 in 2023). There is an 
intention to increase the allotment site in Wellington as part of 
the Green Corridor development which is a very positive 
development. Other local allotment sites are in theory being 
provided by developers as part of their planning applications for 
housing development. Since 2010 we have seen a massive 
increase in available information on food driven by the rise in 
digital media, not something that was predicted in our meeting 
fifteen years ago. 
  
There were some other good ideas in 2010 for changes at a 
national level; including changes to the educational curriculum 
to include gardening and horticulture as well as cooking and 
preserving as well as new “Food Academies” Unfortunately, 
Government over the intervening years has been lacking in any 
level of preparedness for food shortages,                          



https://nationalpreparednesscommission.uk/publications/just-in-
case-7-steps-to-narrow-the-uk-civil-food-resilience-gap/  or 
breaks in the supply chain or encouraging food production as a 
career choice. Farmers are still using artificial fertiliser on crops 
although there is some hope of change with the development of 
regenerative agriculture (unheard of 15 years ago) and a more 
targeted approach to fertilising crops probably due to the huge 
increase in prices and technological developments. 
  
One of the main achievements of Transition Town Wellington 
over the last fifteen years has been to develop a variety of 
community gardening sites in and around Wellington; involving 
the public in the planning, development and maintenance. Many 
of these have included fruit trees and fruit bushes as well as 
edible perennial plants for people to pick for free. We have 
recently been recognised for this work by the RHS with the 
National Award for Sustainable Gardening (see article in 
Newsletter). 
  
Next month we will be looking at shopping
  
*Correction to the mention in a previous article claiming that 
Wellington is surrounded by Grade 1 agricultural land. It is in 
fact surrounded by land classified as Best and Most Versatile 
(BMV) including Grades 3a & 2 which is ideal for wheat.
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