
Minutes for Transition Town Wellington monthly planning meeting  

Date: 04/06/25 

Present: Helen G, Flip, Anita R, Sue, Stewart, Diana, Martine, Greg, Dot, Simon Ratsey. 

Apologies: Anita C., Leary, Josianne, Hannah Montag, Kate, Mo Ostler, Steve Saunders, Jules. 

Agenda item Discussion Points Actions

Check last month’s 
items and actions

All ok – approved. 

Charity status added to agenda.

N/A

Bioblitz on Fox’s 

Field: June 28/29th 
There were too many distractions at 
previous picnics so this time there 
may be a series (every 15 mins?) of 
focused events on different species. 
Various people doing different 
creatures: re. insects, (maybe a 
moth trap), small mammals, water 
creatures, etc. 

Hannah Montag, who is trained 
ecologist, may camp in Fox’s Field 
overnight.

Helen to send info to Anita R 
for poster about event. 

Permission will be sought 
from council for 1 or 2 
ecologists to camp in FF 
overnight. 

Hi-vis jackets may be worn by 
TTW and ecologists 

Setting up from 
12pm

Bioblitz to begin at 2pm but 
volunteers are needed from midday 
to help set up gazebo, etc. 

Diana, Dot, Helen, Anita R, Flip, 
Stewart, Sue, Martine

Allocate tasks for volunteers 

Helen to bring hot water urn 

Stewart and Sue will do tea/
coffee

Celebrating 
Wellington 
Waterways event: 
14th -19th July

Sue explained what we’d be doing - 
I.e. Pop-up shop exhibition, short 
films, children’s displays, etc. Plus 
talks and film show in art centre on 
19th. 

Martine was concerned about 
publicising event too soon - needs 
to start around 21st June for 
beginning of water week on the 
14th. Some posters are already out 
and will be left up.

Sue will laminate posters - 6 
for Anita R. And others for 
shops, boards, etc.

Bookworms meeting 
on the 18th June

The Serviceberry’ by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer 

Helen will advertise the event 
and Sue will put up notice in 
the bookshop  



Oral History project Interviewees will be given folder 
with their interview and copy of 
photo by Anita Corbin. 

Huge amount of work editing being 
done by Anita Roy. She has also 
sent grant application for funding 
for exhibition. 

AR asked for approval for £1000 of 
TTW funds to be put towards 
finishing the project for archiving. 

Anita R will contact the 
Transition Network about an 
article on our Wellington 
project 

Anita R also progressing 
possible grant from Michael 
Marks Charitable Trust to put 
on an OH exhibition. 

TTW funding unanimously 
approved. 

Green and Healthy 
Frome

Anita R. very impressed and 
encouraged by info in Frome 
newsletter about their transition 
town group collaborating with 
Frome NHS to promote healthier 
living. 

Volunteer needed to contact 
medical centre - possibly Bridgette 
Sells.

AR to ask Bridgette about 
TTW and NHS getting 
together. 

Book someone from Frome 
to come and give talk later in 
the year.  

Apple juicing project Stewart said he had not been able 
to access an updated spreadsheet 
for job allocations. Others thought 
they had seen it.

Needs some discussion in 
July.

Tree map/walk The new tree map is wonderful! We 
all love it. 

A request has been received asking 
for advice on a tree which a 
neighbour intends to cut down. 
There’s a fear that trees are being 
felled unnecessarily. It would be 
good to have a new tree warden 
now that Simon Ratsey has retired 
from the job. 
  
Helen would like to count all the 
trees planted in recent years and 
compare with original plan to 
identify any replacements needed. 
This would also create a ‘tree 
planting register’. This would keep 
us in touch with which trees are 
surviving well, as requested by 
Somerset County Council.

Flip will ask Mark Holloway if 
he would care to look at this 
tree and consider becoming a 
tree warden  

Helen will do a tree-count 
when she has spare time & 
we may ask a student or 
some other volunteer to 
update the Tree Planting 
Register.   



Finances/grants and 
charity status 
progress

The oral history project may not get 
a grant because we are not yet a 
charity. 

We do now have 3 potential 
trustees: Ben Fox, Nicky Saunter 
and Adrian Rose.

Subcommittee to be formed 
to oversee Charity status 
change.

Transport and 
Electric vehicles

There is now an electric bus service. 
We have a discussion about 
whether any of the big grant for 
transport released by the 
government is likely to come to 
Wellington for our railway station.  
We also talk about local traffic: 
Greg makes the point that even if 
all cars are electric, such vehicles 
still have bad effect on society in 
that they are dangerous, eg. for 
children playing in the street, they 
make it hard for people to gather in 
towns and they tend to make 
people more isolated.

Helen would like a photo of 
the new electric buses

Emails Question about whether we should 
share notifications about jobs 

Flip listed several ttw emails that 
may need action 

It’s decided that it’s ok to do 
so. 

Helen or Anita R to respond 
to WTC 

Flood mitigation

Martine reports that an associate 
has asked for a survey to be done 
on possibility of flooding in Popes 
Lane

N/A

Trinity Farm Local 
Nature Reserve

Anita R. reports that  we’re still 
waiting for resolution about 
whether Coles will be granted 
Biodiversity Net Gains, which is a 
separate issue to whether his land 
can be managed as a nature 
reserve.

Any news on this project 
from Greenshank 
Environmental Consultants 
will be shared at future 
meetings.

Towards a resilient 
Wellington 2025

Simon Ratsey says that there’s a 15-
year-old ‘snapshot’ of info about 
TTW. Interesting to look again and 
see what was hoped for and what’s 
been done. Simon spoke to Lulu 
Goad of Wellie Weekly about 
possible article(s)

Simon will continue to speak 
to Lulu Goad about this when 
given an opportunity and 
suggest she contacts Helen 
when she returns from 
holiday.  



Next meeting: Weds July 2nd, 7:30-9pm. Venue Flip’s place: Eco lodge, Foxdown Hill

First Friday Supper 
Club

Next one is on Aug 1st and is on 
‘For Foraging’s Sake’ at Anita C’s 
house

AOB Helen says local radio, BBC 
Somerset, want someone to talk 
about food. Maybe Adam Lockyear 
would be the best person to do 
this.  


