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Trees are a vital part of our landscape, but do they get the
appreciation they deserve?

A mature tree is a beauty to behold. After a few centuries
cavities can appear, but these nooks and crannies are what wild
creatures love. Bats will squeeze through a crack and make
their nest inside the trunk. Birds will balance their nests in a
thicket of branches. Insects will use the creases and folds of the
bark as home, the leaves or bark to feed their young and the
flowers or even sap for food. The older the tree, the more
species it can support.

Forest Research estimates that just 13%o0f the UK is covered by
woodland. Planting new trees is vital to replace trees as they
naturally age and die, and also to increase our tree cover, but
10 saplings will take many, many years to reach the value of
just one mature tree. The oak, one of our favourite iconic
species, is a very slow growing tree. It can host the largest
number of species of any of our native trees; 2,300 according
the the woodland trust, and starts to come into its own when it
gets over 200 years old. It’s said that an oak will spend 400
years growing, 400 years at maturity and 400 years dying. It's
important for trees to decay too. A second series of creatures
(detritivores) depend on this decay.
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Not all trees live as long as an oak. Many can reach maturity
much sooner. Take a silver birch for instance, lives a maximum
of 150 years, so after 50 years could be in its prime. We may
think some of the towering wellingtonias in our town are mature,
but planted by the Victorians these specimen trees at 150 years
old are just babies. With a lifespan of 3000 years and being one
of the largest trees in the world, they will grow much more yet!
Non-native trees such as wellingtonias don’t support as much
wildlife as our native trees because our native creatures didn’t
evolve with them, however with their soft bark, a population of
rare lesser spotted woodpeckers have found a home in one in
the proposed Trinity Farm Nature Reserve.

A fast growing tree will also lock in carbon at a speed invaluable
to us at the moment. Willow trees with their fast growth, can
look mature in only 30 years. Willows, alders and birch are
great water lovers, but all trees can help prevent flash flooding
by absorbing water, slowing down water flowing through the
countryside and stabilising the soil with their roots. Trees help
combat climate change not just by absorbing CO2, but actually
helping to cool the planet by cooling the air at ground level. It
feels much cooler in a woodland compared to a beach on a
sunny day, but this isn’t just from the shade. The process of
water vapour evaporating from leaves uses up heat energy,
cooling the surrounding air- known as “latent heat exchange”.
Plus; water vapour and microscopic precipitation nuclei
released from the trees rise up in the atmosphere to form
clouds, which reflect away solar radiation, accounting for 1/3 of
our planets cooling system. Add all this up and you can see why



keeping and expanding our existing tree cover is vital in the
fight against climate change.

It’s important to understand the value of mature trees because
unfortunately we have all the power when it comes to their
survival. A quick swish with a chainsaw and hundreds of years
of growth is gone.

Transition Town Wellington has created a subgroup known as
“Team Tree”. This was originally started as it was considered
important to try and get some more trees protected with a Tree
Protection Order (TPO). The idea flourished and people are
invited to nominate a tree that means something to them or that
they particularly like. Each nominated tree is added to the TTW
website with photographs and a statement by the person
nominating it. Some of the stories people provided are quite
moving and personal. We are now in the process of making a
walking map of Wellington to showcase local people’s favourite
trees, so that others notice them too. Do you have a favourite
tree in Wellington? We’re specifically looking for nominations of
trees to the centre and south and east of town; so Priory, Cades
Farm, Pyles Thorne etc. We have made a walking loop which
covers The Basins, The Park and Tonedale, which you can find
here; ttw.org.uk/groups/trees/#map, and takes between 60-90
minutes to walk. We’d like to have a second and even a third
loop before printing it in the late spring this year. So please
nominate a tree you think should be noticed, for whatever
reason, using this link on our website ttw.org.uk/groups/trees/
#form.
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