
Minutes for Transition Town Wellington monthly planning meeting 

Date: 1 May 2024 

Present: Helen Gillingham (chair), Anita Roy (minutes), Anita Corbin, Sue Rickard, Stewart Hill, Kathleen 
Powers, Flip Knowlman, Stephen Gregory (Greg), Steve Saunders, Dot Lowday, Diana Fox 

Apologies: Kate Holloway, Lindy Roy 

Meeting started with review of last month’s minutes and action points.  

• Keep Right2Grow campaign on the agenda & bring up at council meetings as a positive policy for 
Wellington Town Council to adopt.  

• Herb Labels: ongoing. Kathleen, Hannah Strode & Sue Rickard to help Helen in gathering text info 
for AR’s design.  

• Meat Debate: HG and KH to schedule something for early June hopefully. 

Agenda item Discussion points Actions

Trinity Farm Local 
Nature Reserve  

Quite a few of us had been at the 
Greenshank Environmental meeting with KS 
Coles to discuss plans for proposed local 
nature reserve, using funds from BNG and 
phosphate offset schemes.  
After some debate & understanding that this 
is all in the v early stages, a vote was taken 
as to whether TTW as an organisation was 
willing to support the scheme in principle. 
Unanimously supported. 

• AR to draft a letter of 
support & circulate to 
everyone on email. 
Amendments etc 
welcome.  

• Once finalised, letter can 
be sent to Greenshank on 
behalf of us all, with 
multiple signatories – or 
used for people to adapt 
and do their own. 

Persimmon Housing 
Looking at map of new proposed housing 
estate on Pope’s Lane, concern was 
expressed that this would effectively 
‘stopper’ the green corridor linking to AONB 
Blackdowns. 

• HG/AR Highlight at next 
Green Corridor Advisory 
Group meeting. 

• Ensure that the ‘wildlife 
subway’ under the A28 is 
kept open.  

• Petition Somerset Council 
to ensure that 10m-wide 
green wedge on either 
side of stream is 
protected. 

• Keep on the agenda for 
next time



Wessex Water 
Environment Fund 
grant 

Helen asked for ideas on what to apply for. 
Grant is for wildlife, environment and esp 
children & education outreach work <£2000.  
Agreed that money could be useful for: 
picnic event on FF with cut flower activities 
& focus on pollinators; buying bulbs for 
planting & giving away; willow structure 
supports for Longacre; small watering cans 
for kids; tree walk – map/leaflet printing.

• HG to put in an 
application by 17th May 
2024

Newsletter & What’s 
On mailing list 

Noted that the What’s On in the next 10 
days email that goes out regularly has been 
stuck at 297 emails for ages despite lots of 
people signing up for the Newsletter via 
website etc. Flip suggested setting this up as 
another “newsletter” so that everyone gets 
both. AC volunteered to help Flip to sort this 
out and set it up, so as hassle-free as 
possible for Helen to do. 

• Flip & AC to get together 
to figure this out, re ‘email 
octopus’ software etc.  

• May need an initial mailer 
to ask people to opt-in, or 
opt-out, as per GDPR?

Fox Cub Field 
Flip noted this is not on our list of sites. 
Everyone agreed it should be, as was part of 
the Fox’s Field original land packet. 
Upcoming Balsam Bashing event on Saturday 
May 11th.

• Flip to add another ‘site’ 
to the website at some 
point – no urgency on 
this. 

Fox’s Field 
HG has ordered a load of compost hopefully 
to be delivered on 13th May. £500 (we have 
enough in general account to cover this). 

Trinity Orchard 
AC noted that – from this Bank Holiday 
Monday – Trinity Orchard will be open to the 
public on most days: 9-5pm, as key holder 
across the road has agreed to open and 
close the gates. Announced in newsletter

• HG to look into possibility 
of buying/sourcing a 2nd 
hand bench for Trinity 
Orchard.

Summer Picnic dates 
Decided that we would do:  
Saturday 27th July @Longacre  
Saturday 17th August @Fox’s Field 
A vote was taken on whether to produce and 
post leaflets to advertise: about 50/50 split. 

• Discuss & plan at next 
month’s meeting; esp re 
how to advertise – poster/
leaflet/social media etc

Call for Sites 
Somerset Council has put out a call for sites, 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-
buildings-and-land/environmental-call-for-
sites/ for possible BNG and phosphate 
credits to help boost biodiversity/nature 
recovery. 

• Flip to find out about land 
north of A38.  

• Others to keep a look-out 
for and notify council of 
possible other sites near 
them

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/environmental-call-for-sites/


Date for next meeting: Wednesday, 5th June 2024 7.30-9.00pm 

Tree Walk 
To create a map of the town taking people to 
some of the favourite trees nominated by 
local people. To organise a ‘tree walk’, 
involving those tree-ey folks, with stops at 
each special tree during the summer.

• Flip, HG, AR and Kathleen 
to meet up to take next 
steps. 

Sustainable Transport 
Report from Greg that the Welly bus user 
group thanks TTW for their support, and that 
they have had a grant awarded by Town 
Council for poster during the “Better 
Transport Week” 17-23rd June. TTW logo to 
appear on poster.   
He has been accepted to represent TTW on 
the ‘Local Community Networks’ Transport 
Working Group; particular focus on 
promoting bus link from Wellington to 
Wiveliscombe. Great stuff, Greg! 

• Greg to send Flip updated 
info on this for website 
Transport page. 

Regen Ag business 
Flip asked if we wanted him to add all the 
local sustainable ag businesses on the flier 
we did for 6 inches of soil film to the 
website. The answer is: Yes!

Bookworms Group 
Sue noted that next Bookworms group will 
meeting at her place on Weds June 19th at 
7.30pm. Theme will be nature poetry, kicking 
off with a comparison on two nightingales: 
John Clare’s and John Keats’

• Sue to send both 
nightingale poems to the 
bookworms group. And 
write up for Helen for the 
June Newsletter by 25th 
May. 

Apple Juice AC reported that all this year’s AJ has now 
sold out (approx. 300 bottles) Cheers all 
round! Ruxstons requesting twice as much 
this year, so need to schedule 2 
picking+juicing days, close together so that 
the fruit doesn’t bruise so much.  

• Think of expanding 
wedding reception bulk 
sales, after Flip’s v positive 
experience this year.  

• AC, Maria D and Kate to 
book up dates at juicing 
place in Wivvy later in the 
autumn

Climate Action 
Network day of talks in 
Taunton

Action For Somerset's Future event on 
Saturday 18th May at Albermarle Centre, 
TA1 1BA. Anita R was going to talk but now 
can’t; Greg has stepped in to save the day – 
hurrah! 

• AR and Greg to meet up 
for a chat before the 18th 
and after the 14th to 
coordinate. 


