
Transition Town Wellington Monthly Planning Meeting


In Attendance: Helen Gillingham (Chairing and notes), Sue 
Rickard, Stewart Hill, Anita Roy, Diana Fox, Dot Lowday, Philip 
Knowlman


Apologies; Kate Holloway, Anita Corbin, Paddy Finn


Item on agenda Discussion Points Actions

1. Wellington Big 
Green Week 

We were inspired by the “Good 
to Grow” national week of 
action which runs Monday 
22nd to Monday 29th April 

We discussed whether to still 
promote the week as linked to 
the right to grow movement, 
but felt we need more time to 
approach this subject with our 
council.


Focussing on promoting all the 
“green” events in Wellington as 
a “Big Green Week” with help 
from the Town Council

1. Bring up Sustain’s “Right to 
Grow” campaign at the 
next environment and open 
spaces meeting and see if 
the councillors would 
consider giving residents 
the right to grow in green 
spaces near them.   


2. Anita will do the Big Green 
Week poster by Monday 
with artwork from Gibby. 


3. Helen to contact Fraser 
from Ruxstons re creating 
a flier of regenerative 
growers close to 
Wellington, in time for the 
Six Inches of Soil film 
showing on 20th April

2. Herb Signs Anita R brought paper copies 
of the herb signs Anita C, 
Helen and herself had been 
working on for the last month, 
which received praise from the 
rest of the group

Anita and Helen to continue 
working on this over the next 
month; it would be great to see 
them finished by the 27th April, 
however it is a big task.

3. School children 
volunteering 

We have received an email 
from Courtfields asking if we’d 
have any volunteering 
opportunities for 15 and 16 
year olds during the summer 
holidays. We discussed 
insurance and whether we 
could cope with supervising an 
unknown number of children 
with a lack of regular 
volunteers at that time of year. 
We felt it best to continue with 
there needing to be an adult 
present for under 18s, but 
would encourage them to 
come and get involved.

1) Helen to reply to the email 
from Courtfields 


2) Helen to book in all the 
gardening sessions in July 
and August to forward to 
both Courtfields school and 
Cannington College.



4. Transition 
Australia 
Presentation

Anita explained that herself 
and Helen had been asked to 
speak on a zoom with 
Transition Australia to 
encourage more community 
gardening in Australia

It will be on Monday 8th April, 
11am-12.15pm. If you would like 
to join, here is the link https://drct-
transitionaustralia.prod.supporterh
ub.net/events/stories-of-
transition-2024-april

The Zoom Meeting ID is 862 5843 
0489

5. Oral History 
Project

Anita shared the next steps 
and how the project is moving 
forward 

1. Philip to update the 
website and add video 
clips of the training to 
website.


2. People who have done the 
training will pair up and do 
the first 12 interviews 
which will hopefully be 
good enough to be 
archived, before going on 
to the next interviewees. 

6. Trinity Farm 
Local Nature 
Reserve

We discussed Ken Coles 
proposal to create an 
extension to the green corridor 
south of Exeter Road, and the 
new housing estate that may 
be mitigating its ecological 
impact there, referencing a 
recent Wellington Weekly 
article. If people are going to 
have access will there be 
walkways over the proposed 
“wetlands”?

1. Keep up to date with 
progress


2. Make sure we ask for the 
green corridor to extend to 
the tunnel under the A38 to 
keep the dream alive for a 
green corridor linking the 
Brendon and Blackdown 
Hills through Wellington. 
This would mean the 
housing development could 
not reach up to the river, to 
keep a stretch not built on.

7. Tree Walk Planning the route of the tree 
walk hasn’t yet been done

Philip and a few others to get 
the route agreed and add to 
the hand drawn map as an 
overlay.

8. Bookworms 
Meetings

Could the topics of the 
bookworms group have more 
of a philosophical theme next 
time? Everyone at the meeting 
were happy with that. To ask 
the bookworms group on the 
18th April.
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The next meeting will be on Wednesday 1st May 7.30-9pm.     
Everyone is welcome to join us to discuss upcoming plans! A 
meeting focussed on actions as there is always so much to say, all 
aspects, ideas and sub groups of Transition are welcome.

Location: The Eco Lodge on Foxdown Hill what 3 words to the gate 
is ///thatched.bathtubs.qualifier

9. Meat debate Helen and Kate Holloway have 
been discussing livestock 
farming via email over the 
recent sustainable living article  
https://ttw.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2024/04/2024-04-
methane-cows-rice-fossil-
fuels.pdf

Although we’ve had these 
discussions before in the 
Sustainable Food Group, 
having some kind of 
conversation or informal 
debate recorded to be shared 
more widely could be a good 
idea as it’s an interesting and 
important subject. 

1) Anita to film the 
conversation 


2) Anita, Kate and Helen to 
set a date they can all do.

10. Climate 
Hustings

Sue shared the progress from 
Climate Action Taunton in their 
upcoming climate hustings

Sue to attend their meetings 
when possible.
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