
Wellington	Basins	Volunteer	Group.	

The	Wellington	Basins	Volunteer	Group	(WBVG)	was	formed	in	September	1978	to	enhance	
and	maintain	the	area	around	the	ponds	(basins)	and	streams	that	were	originally	used	to	
power	the	Tonedale	Mill.		

The	team	meet	every	Tuesday	morning	at	the	two	containers	besides	the	ponds.	Regular	
tasks	include	keeping	the	grassy	areas	cut,	trimming	the	hedges,	liHer	picking	and	checking	
for	discarded	fishing	tackle.	Ad	hoc	tasks	include	keeping	the	footpaths	clear	(especially	of	
winter	mud),	clearing	fallen	trees	and	branches,	planKng	trees	and	wildflowers	and	
maintaining	the	wooden	walkways	and	fishing	plaMorms.	

 
1	Part	of	the	team	at	the	containers	

The	group	is	funded	by	grants,	donaKons,	and	fundraising	events.	The	containers	and	much	
of	the	machinery	came	from	Council	106	grants.	Memorial	donaKons	have	provided	the	
duck	house	and	commemoraKve	benches.	Recent	fundraisers	have	included	a	bric-a-brac	
stall	at	the	Spring	Fayre	in	Wellington	Park	and	a	tombola	at	the	Jubilee	Street	Fair.	The	
proceeds	from	these	cover	ongoing	costs	like	insurance,	petrol,	and	consumables	for	the	
machinery.	

The	commiHee	meets	about	6	Kmes	per	year	to	discuss	fundraising,	projects	and	plans	for	
the	area,	and	integraKng	with	community	events.	Recent	projects	have	included	the	
installaKon	of	the	duck	house	on	the	larger	pond,	planKng	three	cherry	trees	for	the	jubilee,	
and	rejuvenaKng	the	wildlife	pond	behind	the	sports	centre.	Current	projects	include	the	
provision	of	new	benches	and	the	purchase	of	an	aerator	to	oxygenate	the	ponds	in	hot	dry	
weather.	We	are	also	producing	an	historical	map	of	the	Basins	area	which	explains	the	significance	
of	the	Basins	and	their	links	to	the	town	of	Wellington	and	the	Fox	family	who	owned	the	mill.	
Community	events	have	included	a	Duck	Race	and	BBQ.	



 
2	The	Commi3ee	

Back	row:Joy	Picken,	Pam	Clare,	Kate	Hoveman,	lan	Brewer,	John	Andrews		

Front	row	Cherry	Hitchcock,	Lesley	Andrews,	Jeny	Vickery	(Chair),	Sue	Adams(Secretary),	Vivienne	
Stock-Williams	

	

3	BBQ	



The	wildlife	is	a	very	important	part	of	the	Basins,	especially	the	swans.	Each	year	there	is	great	
anKcipaKon	over	whether	the	swans	will	have	any	new	cygnets,	and	how	many.	They	have	been	very	
successful	over	the	last	two	years	with	6	cygnets	last	year,	all	of	whom	survived	and	4	this	year.	This	
has	caused	some	family	strife	as	the	father	has	tried	to	encourage	last	years	brood	to	move	on,	but	
they	seem	very	happy	at	the	Basins.	Why	wouldn’t	they?	

Other	birds	seen	at	the	Basins	include	kingfishers,		moorhens,	mallards,	herons,	liHle	egret	and	black	
headed	gulls.	

	

4	Last	years	brood	

	

5	The	latest	brood	



	

6	Moorhen	chicks	raised	in	the	Duck	House	

As	well	as	the	birds	the	Basins	are	home	to	several	species	of	fish.	These	include	roach,	perch,	
bream,	pike,	carp,	and	common	eel.	Fishing	at	the	Basins	is	free	to	anyone	with	an	Environment	
Agency	rod	licence	and	is	very	popular.	

We	have	planted	some	hedging	around	the	containers	which	we	hope	will	lessen	their	visual	impact	
on	the	area.	There	are	a	variety	of	species	of	trees	including	Rowan,	Dog	Rose,	Hazel,	Blackthorn	and	
Elder	all	of	which	should	supply	food	for	the	birds.	The	trees	were	kindly	donated	by	the	Woodland	
Trust.	

The	three	Morello	cherry	trees	that	we	have	planted	are	all	commemoraKve.	One	is	for	the	Queens	
canopy	and	the	others	remember	past	volunteers	Bob	Bowrah	and	Terry	Milton.	



	

7	PlanEng	the	hedge	and	bluebells	

 
8	The	hedge	is	growing	well	



	

9	Morello	Cherry	trees.	Centre	is	for	the	Queens	Canopy	

In	addiKon	to	the	Basins	ponds,	we	have	started	caring	for	the	wildlife	pond	behind	the	
sports	centre.	This	was	very	overgrown,	and	the	water	could	barely	be	seen.	There	was	no	
sign	of	any	wildlife.	Ader	pruning	the	overhanging	trees,	annual	dredging,	and	bog	plant	
planKng	there	is	now	a	healthy	populaKon	of	newts	as	well	as	water	boatmen,	freshwater	
shrimps,	and	aquaKc	bugs.	The	odd	dragonfly	has	been	spoHed	and	the	hope	is	that	they	
will	populate	the	pond.	Unfortunately	the	duckweed	has	taken	over	at	the	moment,	but	it	is	
full	of	aquaKc	insects.	We	will	have	to	wait	to	see	if	it	disperses	or	tackle	it	in	the	autumn.	



	

10	Wildlife	pond,	before.	

	

11Wildlife	pond,	aOer	



An	important	part	of	the	maintenance	is	keeping	the	stream	from	Rockwell	Green	flowing.	
This	feeds	the	ponds	via	an	underground	pipe.	Keeping	the	grates	and	the	streams	clear	is	
an	important	job,	although	we	are	increasingly	aware	of	disturbing	the	wildlife,	especially	
water	voles,	that	live	in	the	stream.	

				 	

The	group	is	always	happy	to	welcome	new	members.	Pop	down	and	see	us	on	a	Tuesday	
morning.


