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Cutting our Carbon Footprint - Personal Motorised 
Transport 

Most households in Wellington own a car, some even have two- 
or more!! All these cars are increasing the traffic on our roads 
and causing particulate and noise pollution as well as carbon 
emissions.

So what can we do about it?

Switching to an electric car has its pros and cons. Will getting a 
new car actually reduce your personal carbon footprint? 

Until the UK grid is powered 100% by renewables, electric cars 
still use fossil fuel, but comparing the grams of CO2 emissions 
per kilometre travelled per person of an average petrol car at 
192g/km, to an EV’s at only 53g, you can see why they look so 
much better. Charging your car at night when electricity is in 
less demand makes better use of the grid- even better to 
charge your car from domestic solar panels!

But you need to travel a lot of miles per year to make buying a 
new car worth it in terms of both the monetary investment and 
also the carbon emissions for the manufacturing of the car 
itself. Sourcing lithium for the batteries has many environmental 
problems; the distance it travels, the working conditions for the 
miners and the pollution in processing to name but a few, 
however problems with getting the raw materials to make EVs 
are forcing car companies to go out of their way to recycle 
batteries, so although the system for recycling isn’t yet perfect, 
at least they are working on it.

So if you travel a lot of miles that are unavoidable for your job, 
and you were going to get a new car anyway, then an electric 
car is a good choice. However there are even better things we 



can do that cost a lot less. Car sharing would be fantastic if it 
were to become more popular. This makes much better use of 
the energy and environmental cost of producing an electric car, 
because cars would be used much more and parked up less. If 
we could easily and cheaply book in to borrow a car, and they 
were available close to our homes and at our destinations, it 
would mean we could ditch the second car at least. If we want 
something like this in Wellington we have to show there is 
demand. Check out www.co-cars.co.uk, who have locations in 
Exeter and the south West and request a new location. 

What shocks me the most about the figures from 
www.ourworldindata.org is that the carbon emissions, per km 
per person of driving in a car alone is as bad as flying! But if 
you compare this to sharing a lift, when two people are in the 
car, the g/person rate is obviously halved, which makes it 
slightly better than travelling by bus! So how can we make 
sharing a lift as common place and routine as recycling? The 
most famous lift share platform is www.liftshare.com/uk. 
Unfortunately, although it works well in cities, there are only a 
few people registered in Wellington. It needs a lot more people 
than that to make this work. TTW have just set up a new 
Facebook group, called “Lift Share Wellington Somerset”, 
where you can easily post your journey and see if there is 
anyone who’d like to share. Hopefully this will help people 
connect to share a lift regularly, saving us all money and a lot of 
carbon as well, so please join one of these groups or just start 
the conversation with your neighbours!

There are other methods of personal transport too- a motorbike 
uses much less petrol than a car, plus you can get electric 
motorbikes now too. And let’s not forget electric bikes! In 
Copenhagen, the average bike commute is now 9miles (15km), 
largely thanks to electric bikes. At a fraction of the cost of an 
electric car, journeys that you just wouldn’t have made by bike 
before, are made easy by an E-bike. Plus they can be faster if 



you can use a cycle lane and so don’t have to sit in traffic. 
Imagine- a cycle lane Wellington to Taunton could considerably 
ease traffic if many of us switched to commuting by E-bike! 

So, if we want to cut your carbon footprint, it’s really important 
to look at how we travel. Do consider switching your mode of 
transport to reduce petrol or diesel car use, or at least share a 
lift more often!


