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No Mow May

With all this dry weather, our lawns are starting to feel the heat, 
and either starting to look parched, or needing lots of extra 
watering to stay green. What a lot of work it is to keep an 
immaculate lawn! Not to mention the environmental impact of 
that water use, and of those herbicides and fertilisers. But what 
if there was another way? Plantlife.org has been running a 
campaign called “No Mow May”, where you’re encouraged to 
ditch the lawnmower for a month and see what wildflowers pop 
up when you give them a chance. Don’t worry if you missed it- 
you can do it any month! At the end of May and the 11th-19th 
July, you’re invited to join their “every flower counts” survey, to 
count how many flowers in a square meter, and receive a 
nectar score, for how many bees that lawn supports. 
www.plantlife.org.uk.

Leaving a patch of lawn un-mown, or even the whole area, can 
be a beautiful thing. Watching birds dart in and out of the long 
grass, the variety of insects attracted, the grass swaying in the 
breeze. We have to ask ourselves where this obsession for a 
short, neat green lawn came from. In the 50s, the herbicide 
companies launched huge campaigns to make us believe 
dandelions were the enemy. How much of the desire for the 
neat and tidy bowling green patch, has been built from images 
promoted in magazines, on film and TV? The fear of keeping up 
with the neighbours, of not wanted to be seen as less than 
perfect, has made this roll on through the decades, until many 
acres of lawns are just ecological deserts. But now the fashion 
is changing. More people want to protect the environment, and 
want to be seen to be doing so. So ditch those weed killers! 
Leave your front lawn from the mower. Make a statement to 
your neighbours, and put up a sign to say “this is for wildlife”, 
because what is more important? To quote David Attenborough; 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk


“every space in Britain must be used to help wildlife”, and the 
wildlife trust say that meadows support 8 times more wildlife 
than short mown grass. Our gardens cover more ground than 
all our nature reserves, so maybe together we can stop the 
huge and worrying decline in insect numbers, and get 
biodiversity back by supporting the bottoms of the food chain, 
as well as making our towns a more wild and naturally beautiful 
place to enjoy.
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