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Planting Trees: a part solution to climate change.

A report this year in “Science” by Professor Crowther, claims 
that if we plant around 3 trillion trees worldwide, covering land 
roughly the size of the US, that they could potentially hold on to 
enough carbon from our atmosphere to hold 2/3 of the carbon 
dioxide that humans have created since the industrial 
revolution! This is an impressive claim, and could have the 
potential to save us from catastrophic climate change. But will 
this be possible? Governments around the world including the 
UK, Ireland, China and India are planting more trees, but its the 
support of individuals, businesses and philanthropists through 
the work of charities, that is thought to offer the fastest impact. 
And speed is of the essence. As the climate gets more 
unpredictable, droughts or extremes in temperature could affect 
the trees growth.

A tree’s life is long, often longer than a human life, so it’s 
important the trees are planted where they are likely to thrive 
and not be cut down. So if you are supporting a charity, or 
carbon offsetting either personally or as a business, then 
choose a charity that works with local people to ensure the 
trees are looked after and not felled in the future. www.trees.org 
turns land in Africa, that has been degraded by felling trees for 
grazing cattle, into fertile soil again by using agroforestry 
techniques. They teach locals this technique to combine 
forestry and agriculture, so providing a varied diet from trees 
and their perennial understory plants. As much of the land 
proposed for tree planting by Professor Crowther is agricultural 
land, agroforestry is a solution we can adopt in many countries, 
including our own. 

If you can’t afford to support a charity, you could help plant 
more trees by switching to the search engine “Ecosia” instead 



of google! Or sign petitions to help save existing forests such as 
with www.rainforest-rescue.org.

Closer to home, it feels easier to ensure a tree has a long term 
future. Planting one on your own land for instance, ensures it’s 
health as long as you are the custodian. Planting in public 
spaces has a lot of scope for the future, and you can help this 
by supporting community groups aiming to plant trees, such as 
TTW’s Street Tree Project. Sign up now to support the project 
and make a donation in the Blue Pantry, then find out more 
details and how to sponsor a tree in the high street pop-up shop 
from January 27th-1st February. Why not join in with a tree 
planting project this winter? Sustainable Tiverton are planting 
lots of native trees and need volunteers, contact Tiverton Tree 
Team at www.sustainabletiverton.org.uk for more information, 
and TTW’s Sustainable Food Group are planting fruit and nut 
trees on 7th December and 11th January; see the what’s on 
diary or visit the Transition Town Wellington’s Facebook page 
for more details.
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