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Flights and Carbon Offsetting

It may not have been publicised as much as David
Attenborough’s climate change documentary, first broadcast
before Easter, but it was arguably essential viewing for us all.
“What?” you may ask. | refer to the highly-acclaimed 2008 film
“The Age of Stupid”, shown later the same evening. This
consists largely of a series of short documentaries dealing with
pressing environmental issues. Watching it again, | was
impacted by the realisation of how little has changed for the
better in ten years.

| noted one statement in particular that was made in the film:
“Apart from setting fire to a forest, flying is about the most
damaging thing we can do for the environment.” While a fairly
intensive internet search hasn’t yielded any simple statistics to
support this, there seems to be universal agreement across the
scientific community that the amount of air travel taking place is,
and will continue to be, a significant contributor to climate
change - especially short-haul flights.

Here in the UK, the much-needed trend towards energy
efficiency, and away from fossil fuels, means that carbon
dioxide emissions are starting to decrease. Except, that is, in
transport, and especially air travel, where emissions are on the
increase. Mankind has not yet discovered an alternative to
petroleum-based fuel for commercial air transport. Therefore, if
we must fly, we should in all good conscience try to compensate
for our resulting massive carbon footprint.

The concept of “offsetting” has been understood for many
years. Some (but not all) airlines invite customers to pay a little
extra for their flights, the money going towards schemes to help
mitigate climate change. Many of these involve planting trees,



to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. One charitable
organisation that does this is Climate Stewards, which enables
you to offset your carbon footprint by supporting “sustainable
community” projects in Ghana, Uganda, Kenya and Mexico.
(See www.climatestewards.org for full information.) Why not
think about it?
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