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Plant a tree this winter

Not everyone has a garden, but if you have, all can fit in a tree.
They give beautiful structure and height to the space, and can
make it look bigger if positioned well. If your garden is tiny,
paved or rented, or if you are about to move, why not put itin a
pot? Have a look out of your window now- would the view not
be better for a tree?

Rainforests and temperate forests being felled at an alarming
rate - still, despite our knowledge that they are the lungs of our
planet, so why not do your bit and plant a tree in the space you
have available. Some have beautiful bark (eg Prunus serrula, or
red bark cherry, 6-9m when fully grown) and some have
ornamental berries in many choices of colour that will attract
birds into your garden, eg mountain ash (sorbus).

You can make your choice useful for humans too, to provide
food as well as beauty. There are lesser known trees such as
the Juneberry or Serviceberry (Amelanchier) which are no less
beautiful than an ornamental tree, with their star shaped white
flowers and tasty fruit, somewhat like blueberries with almond
tasting seeds. Or a crabapple, with its beautiful blossom in
spring. If you want a variety whose fruit you can either eat, or
will hang on the tree all winter for the blackbirds, try ‘red
sentinel’. Don’t forget about nut trees too, although they may
attract a squirrel or two! Almond trees are especially beautiful
with their pale pink blossom. Cropping will be lighter here in the
uk, but given a sheltered spot they can do well, as will apricots.

If you fancy something really unusual, why not try a strawberry
tree (Arbutus unedo),which has flowers and red fruit at the
same time, and the fruit are edible too, or a Szechuan Pepper
(Zanthoxylum piperitum) which looks similar to a mountain ash,



with beautiful red berries and similar leaves, but whose seeds
can be dried and used as a Chinese spice. Of course the
traditional fruit trees will never be beaten for yield and taste,
such as pears, plums, apples, and cherries, which are all
available on dwarfing rootstock if you only have a small space.

Winter is the best time to plant a tree, and they are cheaper
now too as bare root plants, so if you are searching for a perfect
Christmas gift, choose a tree.
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