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Litter, litter picks and recycling. 

The idea of residents taking the matter of rubbish into their own 
hands and organising a litterpick is not a new one, but it’s been 
heartening to see a resurgence of the idea since the blue planet 
highlighted the problem of plastics in our oceans. 

When litter is dropped in the street, we know it makes our town 
look dirty, but it can also be washed into storm drains and 
rivers. These do not have the same filtration system as our 
sewers, so ultimately; if rubbish goes in these, it will end up in 
the sea, with plastics choking sea birds and marine life, finally 
breaking into fragments of micro plastics. 

So do take your rubbish home and bin it- even better to recycle 
it if you can, then waste becomes a resource. There is kerbside 
paper, glass, aluminium and plastic bottle collection, and at 
poole tip now they can recycle your used food trays, coffee 
cups, margarine and yoghurt pots. If it’s been windy and your 
recycling has blown all over the place, the bin men don’t have 
the time to be picking it all up, and we only have two road 
sweepers in Wellington. So if we all did it our bit to pick it up 
outside our own houses, there wouldn’t be a problem.

There are two groups meeting now to do community litter picks. 
If you would like to join the Transition Town Wellington group, 
organised by Holly on 660161, the next litterpick will be 
Saturday 28th July 10.30-1pm, meeting at Life Central, next to 
the Iron Duke in Wellington, to pick up litter in the town. Hi-vis 
vests and litterpicking tools will be provided. Lucy Pendrick has 
also organised some litter picks. If you can’t join a group to 
help, you can always just pick up what you see. I am sometimes 
frustrated seeing litter on my way to work, so have started to 
pick up what I can on my way. Every little helps, if we all help 



reduce what’s there in the first place, and pick up what others 
have left, we will leave a better world for our children.
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